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Bob Ross can help you paint. But his trademark 'fro won't abate the
Gulf Coast oil spill.

​According to some San Francisco non-profit called Matter of Trust, donating your hair can help

clean up one of the worst oil spills in United States history. The Huffington Post, and plenty of

other news media outlets, have recently run straight-faced stories on this "innovative solution."
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other news media outlets, have recently run straight-faced stories on this "innovative solution."

Please don't shave yourselves yet, people.

Because it seemed slightly absurd that our hair might be an answer to an oil spill of this

magnitude -- an estimated 210,000 gallons a day are leaking into the Gulf of Mexico -- we called

our favorite bioremediation expert: Terry Hazen, the head of the ecology department at

Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. Sure enough, the idea that hair can make a dent in the

Deep Water Horizon clean-up cracked Hazen up.

​
"This hair thing sounds really, really amusing," he

said. "If you shaved everybody in the United States,

there wouldn't be enough hair to cover this oil

spill."

It's not that hair doesn't work at all, he said. In

fact, after the Cosco Busan spill, Paul Stamets

demonstrated that in limited ways, hair (and

mushrooms) can be effective. But "it can't be

applied to a catastrophe of this size," Hazen said. 

It's not surprising that a San Francisco non-profit

is pushing the idea, he added, still laughing.
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Comments (6)
harry h says:
dude, the point is, it helps a little. we're all trying to find different ways to help in a
crisis like this, to knock one idea because it's not going to make a sizable dent in the
biggest oil spill of all time is poor reporting. also, if you're gonna write a story like this
for laughs, at least be funny.

Posted On: Wednesday, May. 5 2010 @ 3:35PM

SG says:
How do you eat an elephant? One bite at a time! If it help even a little than it worth a
shot!

Posted On: Thursday, May. 6 2010 @ 5:20PM

jessica says:
hey Terry.... big middle finger to you! isnt it worth trying to save atleast some of the
animals and wildlife along the coasts atleast? its better than nothing a-hole!

Posted On: Friday, May. 7 2010 @ 5:30AM

sarah says:
it does not matter we are trying to help as much as we can. and we can do it and we
are getting alot of dog hair to. so we can stop this oil i know we can if we can pull it
all together

Posted On: Friday, May. 7 2010 @ 6:48PM

joe says:
So, how much oil could it potentially clean up? It is re-useable and the oil can be
filtered out. If your scientist buddy not smart enough to help us out with the math? Or
are you too lazy to do the research? Wtf?

Posted On: Sunday, May. 9 2010 @ 5:52PM

lewis m says:
are you in speacial ed the hair isnt being used for the hole problem. For that they are
trying to make a huge cement box to trap the oil but holy s**t the hair is used to clean
up the beaches! Next time do you reaseach and keep your expert from looking like a
d-bag.

Posted On: Sunday, May. 9 2010 @ 9:51PM
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